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DUKE UNIVERSITY LIBRA 
Before You Vote _ =: 


| do not solicit your vote for any candidate in this election. | DURHAL, N. C. 
only solicit of you that you maintain the wall of separation be- 
tween church and state in your heart and in your behavior at 
all times. § This means self-control by every individual citizen, 
and self-control by every religious group. It means, if | may 
spell it out a little, that we limit our activities as individuals and 
as denominations to the voluntary, to the persuasive, that we 
do not seek by political means to achieve our own sectarian 
advantage or to force our denominational ideas upon others. § 
It also means that we do not attack each other’s faith with false 
witness, or violent deeds or violent words, and that we do not 
question each other’s Americanism with appeals to chauvinistic 
prejudice. § It means that we oppose, always by democratic 
means and open and fair discussion, every attempt and every 
tendency whether by individuals or denominations, by priests, 
by ministers, rabbis or laymen, whether in the schools or in the 
government, to breach the wall of separation between church 
and state. And, at the same time, we honor the constitutional 
right of every citizen, regardless of his faith, to run for any 
office and be judged by his fellow-citizens on the basis of his 
character, his record, his platform. § Only thus can American 
religious freedom be maintained. .. . § As you go to the polls on 
November 8 to cast your vote for the men and women who will 
guide us .. . | would urge upon you the oath suggested 800 
years ago by one of the great minds in Jewish history, Rabbenu 
Tam. The oath he asked of his community before they cast 
their ballot was this: “| swear before God that my vote is not 
swayed by personal advantage, nor by the interest of my family, 
nor by religious partisanship, but that | vote with the best inter- 
ests of the whole community at heart.” 


—Rabbi ROBERT |. KAHN of Congregation Emanu El], 
Houston, Texas; National Chaplain, American Legion. 











Letters to the Editors 


Political Positions 





Called Predictable 





Too Much Rationalizing? 

As a former United Presbyterian (N. A.) 
minister, I have much appreciated your 
paper which I have been reading now 
for three or four years. You seem to have 
a desire to print the news as it is made 
without worrying too much about its 
probable effect. 

However, I have been dissatisfied with 
your columns on Presidential politics. 
There seems to be too much rationalizing. 
You could be positive which candidate 
would be favored if you would print the 
name and address and position of the 
writer at the top of the column instead 
of at the bottom. You could make things 
easier by printing their family trees. I 
would like to read an endorsement of 
Nixon by someone whose grandfather 
stood with Stonewall Jackson at Chan- 
cellorsville and a statement advocating 
Kennedy by one whose uncle was in the 
cabinet of William McKinley. 

Seriously, I do believe that the party 
lines are somewhat confused today. We 
all want the country to go forward but 
we would like to know where we are go- 
ing. And the politicians seem to be anx- 
ious to go with the majority whatever 
that may be in the various sections of 
our country. We should pray to God for 
guidance at this time, for wise leadership 
in this country and the whole world. The 
task is so great that it seems that it 
would be hard to find a man who would 
even hope to undertake it without divine 
help. 

Perhaps this is unrealistic, but it does 
seem that we ought to be seeking what 
God’s way is and how we can humbly fol- 
low him today... . 

JOHN E. CAUGHEY. 
Oberlin, Ohio. 

NOTE—We are grateful to those who 
have participated in our ‘Presbyterian Po- 
litical Forum.’’ Others were also invited to 
state their positions who did not see their 
way clear to do so. Also, the number re- 
sponding to our “‘Who’s for Whom?” poll 
(page 4), while gratifying, is only a small 
proportion of those given the opportunity.— 
Editors. 


Wells Article 


Albert Wells’ article on Roman Catholi- 
cism and American Democracy (OUTLOOK, 
Oct. 3) is the clearest, best grounded and 
most perceptive that I have read on the 
subject during the present discussion. I 
hope that it is widely read and seriously 
considered, for it is a brilliant piece of 
writing. Congratulations to him and to 
THE OUTLOOK. 

ROLAND M. FRYE. 
Emory University, Ga. 


Al Wells’ “Presidential Dilemma and 
Pastoral Concern” was excellent—logical, 
thoughtful, fair, and particularly good in 
the separation of the two issues... . 

I have been pleased with your coverage 
of the religious issue throughout the cam- 
paign. 

NAME. 





HE prime concern of the church 

is with its own integrity rather 
than with its public influence.—ALEx- 
ANDER MILLER. 











FOR NIXON 


RICHARD S. RUGGLES 


In the Presidential election of this year 
I will vote for Richard M. Nixon as the 
one best qualified of the two major candi- 
dates to lead our country in these critical 
years ahead. I will do so for the follow- 
ing reasons: 

1. We need a Republican president to 
hold in check a liberal Democratic Con- 
gress. While conservative Democratic 
congressmen and Republican congress- 
men have effectively prevented passage of 
some legislation not in the best interests 
of the country we need further a Presi- 
dent who is not affiliated with liberal 
groups urging greater government activity 
in domestic affairs. 

2. Mr. Nixon has demonstrated the 

leadership he can and will provide in 
foreign affairs and especially in facing 
the threat of expanding communism in 
general and Soviet Russia in particular. 
He will not yield to appeasement. 
3. Mr. Nixon does not favor the re- 
peal of right-to-work laws in some fifteen 
states which now protect the right of 
every man to be engaged in gainful em- 
ployment without joining a union if this 
is his desire. 

4. Mr. Nixon would endeavor to meet 
the economic problems in the country by 
stimulating personal initiative and busi- 
ness growth rather than by inflationary 
government welfare programs. 

5. The continued advance of military 
preparedness will not be berated and will 
continue to make America strong in order 
that we may eventually see reduction in 
world tensions. 

6. While Mr. Nixon recognizes the 
need for civil rights he at the same time 
recognizes constitutional rights of states. 

7. Mr. Nixon is not receiving support 
from party members who place party 
above country and berated him as “im- 
mature,” “not ready,” “dangerous,” 
“buying the White House”’ prior to nom- 
ination only to laud him after his nom- 
ination. Many prominent Democrats 
want the party. I want the man and I 
believe Mr. Nixon to be the best man. 

8. I believe Mr. Lodge to be far better 
qualified for the office of Vice President 
than Senator Johnson and that this is 
vital because this office will carry with it 
more responsibilities and influence than 
ever before in our history. 

Thus I will wholeheartedly give my 
vote to Mr. Nixon and Mr. Lodge. 





MR. RUGGLES is minister of the Summer- 
ville, S. C., church. He is a 1956 graduate 
of Union Seminary in Virginia and formerly 
served in Norfolk, Va. 


Prosbyteuan 
Political Forum 











FOR KENNEDY 


WILLIAM LEE MILLER 


I support John Kennedy because his 
Presidency would direct the nation to- 
ward greater international responsibility 
abroad and social justice at home; be- 
cause it would be a strong Presidency; 
and because he is an alert, clear-headed, 
intelligent young leader. 

The basic choice has to do with the 
direction of policy: the Republican Party 
and Mr. Nixon have in them somewhat 
more nationalism, complacency, and ster- 
ile anti-Communism, while the Demo- 
cratic Party has a more urgent sense of 
the international responsibilities of our 
great wealth and power. The Republi- 
cans, based in the conservative and priv- 
ileged groups, tend to prefer balanced 
budgets to human values; the national 
Democratic Party, generally speaking, 
has been more committed to social reform 
and humanitarian action. I believe we 
should support the latter. 

Because history now moves so fast, and 
because so many of our problems are 
national and international, we need a 
strong President. The Republican Party, 
with its social base, has generally stood 
for a weaker, the Democratic Party the 
stronger, Presidency. 

Mr. Kennedy himself represents a con- 
crete, direct, no-nonsense intelligence with 
specific facts at hand, without the Madi- 
son Avenue manipulation of emotions 
that is offensive in our culture now, and 
is Mr. Nixon’s stock-in-trade. I support 
Mr. Kennedy not only because justice 
and the great demands of the time insist 
that we take the direction and exert the 
energy he represents, but also because he 
personally will be an effective leader in 
going in that way. 

The most distinguished American 
journalists, Walter Lippmann and James 
Reston, have been’ pointing out, with 
remarkable vigor and even anger, that 
the Republicans and Mr. Nixon have just 
been appealing to the public’s ignorance 
and desire to be reassured—to be told 
everything is fine, which is what too many 
want to hear. Mr. Kennedy, on the other 
hand, has been striking the note of moral 
challenge that I believe is the one we 
need to hear—and to follow. 








DR. MILLER is associate professor of social 
ethics at the Yale Divinity School. This year 
he is on leave of absence for special work 
with the Center for the Study of Democratic 
Institutions, Santa Barbara, Calif. 
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| NEWS ROUND-UP | 


e PROTESTANT AND ORTHODOX church- 
es cooperating in Church World Services’ 
Overseas Relief efforts are being asked 
to raise $928,870 during the Thanksgiv- 
ing season for the CWS 1961 “Share Our 
Surplus” program. Such a gift would 
make possible the distribution of more 
than 350 million pounds of surplus food, 
valued at $30,000,000 to needy people in 
more than 30 world areas. ... e REPUB- 
LICAN VICE-PRESIDENTIAL candidate 
Henry Cabot Lodge has been called on 
by the National Association of Evangel- 
icals’ Board of Administration to retract 
his statement supporting public tax aid 
for parochial and private schools. .. . 
e THIRTY-FIVE members of the Ft. Worth 
(Texas) General Ministers Association 
have declared their opposition to pastors 
telling their congregations how to vote 
in an election, saying, “religious pres- 
sure is religious pressure, regardless of 
who wields it, and if it is unfair on one 
side, it is equally unfair on the other.” 

. @ EsTABLISHMENT of a permanent 
advisory council to “think ahead” for the 
Protestant Episcopal church regarding 
overseas missions has been proposed by 
a committee of the denomination’s na- 
tional council following a two-year study. 
Strengthening its missionary work was 
called “the most urgent task facing the 
Episcopal church.”. ... e A JESUIT LEGAL 
SCHOLAR (Robert F. Drinan, Dean of 
Boston College law school) has taken a 
dim view of the possibility that a common 
Bible reader will one day be used in the 
nation’s public school system. ... e THE 
DunkrirK (N.Y.) Board of Education 
has expressed official dissatisfaction with 
the recent ruling of the State Education 
Department prohibiting the use of public 
school buildings for released-time reli- 
gious instruction and Y.M.C.A. activi- 
ties. . . . e THE CoLorapo Supreme 
Court has permanently removed from the 
November 8 election state ballot a pro- 
posed amendment, vigorously fought by 
church groups, to permit wide-open gam- 
bling in Colorado. .. . e THE TENNES- 
SEE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION has removed 
from Nashville’s tax rolls $5,101,400 
in assessments on denominational pub- 
lishing and educational properties, most 
of which related to Southern Baptist 
offices. .. . e THE UNIVERSITY BAPTIST 
CHurcH, Chapel Hill, N.C., where W. 
Weslev Shrader was pastor, has voted 
66-45 that Negroes and persons of other 
races can join there in regular worship. 





@ Political Sidelight 


PROTESTANT LEADERS OBJECT 


TO CHURCH-STATE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—Protestant 
leaders here have asked Vice President 
Richard M. Nixon to make public his 
views on the question of church-state sep- 
aration involved in grants of public funds 
to religious and other private schools and 
colleges. 

C. Emanuel Carlson, executive director 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, in a letter to Mr. Nixon ex- 
pressed “uneasiness among Baptist lead- 
ers and people” regarding the Republican 
Presidential candidate’s views on educa- 
tion. 

At the same time, in a separate state- 
ment, Glenn L. Archer, executive director 
of Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State, charged that the Vice President, by 
refusing to discuss “religion” in the cam- 
paign “seems to feel he can use the word 
‘religion’ as a shield to protect himself 
from exposing his stand on aid to church 
schools.” 

The Vice President and his running 
mate, Henry Cabot Lodge, have stirred 
a controversy among Protestant groups, 
by statements seeming to indicate that 
they will favor government aid to paro- 
chial schools in any future legislation for 
federal aid to education. 

On the other hand, Sen. John F. Ken- 





NCE AGAIN Protestantism 

is seeking that security which 
the reformers felt, for man is once 
more desperately seeking the free- 
dom that comes from the assurance 
that death has been overcome. With- 
out this assurance nihilistic despair 
and meaninglessness press upon 
man. Reason and experience point 
to the inevitable encounter and 
emptiness. Faith and _ revelation 
point to the sovereign Lord in 
Christ. The reformers are once more 
saying in the writings of men like 
Niebuhr, Barth, and Tillich, that 
man must choose between living 
unto self and death, and living unto 
God and life—CtypE L. MAn- 
SCHRECK—in The Reformation and 
Protestantism Today, a Reflection 
Book just published by Association 
Press, New York. 











ATTITUDES 


nedy, the Democratic standard bearer, 
has made it clear that he vigorously op- 
poses such aid. Both he and his running 
mate, Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson, voted 
against an amendment offered by Sen. 
Wayne Morse (D.-Ore.) in the last Con- 
gressional session which would have ex- 
tended low-interest school construction 
loans to private elementary and secondary 
schools. 

Dr. Carlson told the Vice President his 
letter was written on instruction of the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af- 
fairs, which represents six major Baptist 
conventions in the United States, after 
the Vice President declined a request for 
an interview on Church-State matters, 


UPUSA General Council 
Sounds Election Warning 


“Outrage and concern” at the “exploi- 
tation of the religious issue in the Presi- 
dential campaign” are expressed by the 
United Presbyterian, USA, General 
Council. 

A spokesman said that while the Coun- 
cil seldom issues such pronouncements, a 
special statement was drafted and unan- 
imously approved at the fall meeting in 
New York because “the general pressure 
of events in the campaign had led to a 
very great concern on the part of church- 
men.” 

Exploitation of this issue, the resolu- 
tion stated, has caused the American peo- 
ple chiefly to hear extremists in the dis- 
cussion of the religious aspects of the 
Presidential election. 

The Council stressed the action of the 
General Assembly which met in Cleve- 
land this year: 

“It (is) the duty of all citizens to 
examine a candidate’s position on im- 
portant issues of public policy, including 
those related to the separation of church 
and state; and believes that it is an act 
of irresponsible citizenship to support or 
oppose a candidate solely because of his 
religious affiliation.” 

The Council said it resents equally: 

The secular attempt to make churches 
appear irrelevant to American life; the 
current effort to make Protestant convic- 
tions appear to be bigotry; and the propa- 
ganda implying that Roman Catholics are 
irresponsible citizens. 











similar to one granted Baptist leaders by 
Sen. Kennedy. 

Sen. Kennedy discussed his views on 
the subject with Dr. Carlson and W. 
Barry Garrett, associate director of the 
committee, and subsequently agreed to a 
public statement declaring that “a frank 
repudiation by all churches of political 
power as a means to religious ends would 
greatly improve the political climate and 
would seem a legitimate request on the 
part of both political parties.” 


Nixon Response 

In a letter on behalf of Vice President 
Nixon declining a similar interview, his 
press secretary, Herbert G. Klein, said, 
“As you probably know, he (Mr. Nixon) 
has taken the position that the question 
of religion should not be discussed in 
the campaign and he has also forbidden 
his staff to talk about the matter.” 

“Under the circumstances,” said Mr. 
Klein, “I am sure you will understand 
that it will not be possible to furnish any 
statement such as you requested.” 

Mr. Klein sent an almost identical 
reply to Dr. Archer, in response to a let- 
ter requesting an “accurate reflection” of 
Mr. Nixon’s views with respect to ques- 
tions involving the First Amendment to 
the Constitution. 

Dr. Archer then made public the three 
questions which the POAU is asking the 
Vice President to answer: 

“(1) The First Amendment to the fed- 
eral Constitution has been consistently in- 
terpreted by our courts as denying tax 
funds for the support of church schools. 
Within the past decade prominent church- 
men have advocated a reinterpretation 
which would permit the distribution of 
public funds on an equitable basis to such 
institutions. What is your personal posi- 
tion on this issue? 

“(2) Many nations recognize the Roman 
Catholic Chureh as both a church and a 
state and send official ambassadors to the 
Holy See. If you became President, what 
would be your policy concerning the ap- 
pointment of an American ambassador or 
personal representative to the State of 
Vatican City? 

“(3) Do you feel that the negative at- 
titude of the Roman Catholic Chureh in 
regard to domestic or foreign aid pro- 
grams involving public assistance to birth 
control is sufficient warrant to reject pro- 
posals of this kind?” 


Seven Points 


In the letter which the Baptist Joint 
Committee has now sent Mr. Nixon, Dr. 
Carlson cited seven points from the find- 
ings of a National Religious Liberty Con- 
ference on Religion and Education held 
here under the committee’s auspices in 
1959, 

The findings emphasized the need to 
maintain the freedom of church-related 
schools and colleges and the dangers of 
government subsidies to such religious 
institutions. 

“Baptists have tried to protect the vol- 
untary quality of all religious participa- 
tion, including attendance, thought pat- 
terns, and support,” Dr. Carlson told the 
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Vice President. “Our people are averse 
to the use of the power of taxation for 
the support of churches or religious in- 
stitutions for the same reason that they 
oppose the use of police power to impose 
attendance at worship.” 

He added that it was with “a deep 
sense of disappointment and yet with 
burdened conviction that the Baptist 
Joint Committee found it necessary to 
request this office to communicate our 
views to you.” 

The Baptist committee recently held 
its semi-annual meeting in Washington. 


Lodge Draws Fire 

Sharp criticism in Protestant circles 
also has greeted a statement by Vice Pres- 
idential nominee Henry Cabot Lodge that 
he would extend federal aid programs to 
private schools and to a statement by 
Vice President Nixon that he would leave 
up to the states the question of distribu- 
tion of funds to private elementary 
schools and would give assistance to pri- 
vate colleges as well as public universi- 
ties, in the field of higher education. 


BONNELL WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
CHURCH-STATE CLARIFICATION 


New York (rNs)—John Sutherland 
Bonnell, minister of Fifth Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church here, expressed the hope 
that the discussion of religion in the 


Presidential campaign might result in a 
clarification of the official Roman Cath- 
olic stand on church-state separation. 

“There would be a sigh of relief from 
Protestants and a host of Catholics if a 
definitive statement could be made on 
the highest level,”’ he declared. 

Stating his belief that Sen. John F, 
Kennedy is firm in upholding. strict 
church-state separation, the minister said: 

“My conviction is that Mr. Kennedy’s 
position is not the traditional position of 
his church; that that remains quite un- 
altered. I think that the officials who 
assure us that this is not so are all lesser 
lights in the church. The top echelon has 
remained eloquently silent.” 


Dr. Bonnell said he hoped that the 
forthcoming Ecumenical Council to be 
convened by Pope John XXIII would in- 
clude on its agenda church-state separa- 
tion and religious liberty. 

Commenting that few members of his 
congregation would vote in the national 
election on the basis of Mr. Kennedy’s 
Catholic faith, Dr. Bonnell said: 

“T would not be afraid of Sen. Kennedy 
personally. When my vote is polled, I 
will make my choice on considerations 
others than the religious issue.” 

Dr. Bonnell made his statements in 
the course of a sermon on “A Christian 
at the Ballot Box,” in which he labeled 
“bhallot-box dodgers” as ‘reprehensible 
as draft dodgers.” 





WHO’S FOR WHOM? 





Many American church leaders were requested to state their preference between 
the Presidential nominees for the November 8 election. Their responses, continued 


from last week, are given below: 


FOR KENNEDY 


KEITH W. IRWIN, executive director, Facul- 
ty Christian Fellowship, National Council 
of Churches, New York, N. Y. 

JOHN W. THOMAS, secretary, Council on 
Christian Social Progress, American Baptist 
Convention, New York, N. Y. 

W. RUSSELL BOWIE, Alexandria, Va., Epis- 
copal minister, teacher and author. 

CATHERINE BRUNER, Stockton, Calif., pre- 
siding clerk, Pacific Yearly Meeting of 
The Religious Society of Friends. 

JAROSLAV PELIKAN, professor of theology, 
University of Chicago, author of ‘’The Rid- 
dle of Roman Catholicism.” 

DOUGLAS HORTON, Randolph, N. H., for- 
mer dean, Harvard Divinity School. 


VILLANOVA—NIXON; 
HAVERFORD—KENNEDY 


HAVERFORD, PA. (RNS) — Villanova 
(Pa.) University, a Roman Catholic 
school, and Haverford (Pa.) College, 
which is Quaker-affiliated, are two neigh- 
boring church-related institutions where 
there is no “religious issue” in the Presi- 
dential campaign among faculty mem- 
bers. 

Most of the faculty at Villanova are 
supporting Vice President Richard M. 
Nixon, a Quaker, while those at Haver- 
ford are favoring Sen. John F. Kennedy, 
a Catholic. 


FOR NIXON 


L. J. TRINTERUD, professor of church his- 
tory, McCormick Seminary, Chicago, III. 
CHAS. E. S. KRAEMER, president, Presby- 
terian School of Christian Education, Rich- 

mond, Va. 

ARTHUR L. FARRELL, Lansing, Mich., ex- 
ecutive secretary, Michigan Baptist Con- 
vention. 

T. P. CHALKER, Birmingham, Ala., editor, 
Methodist Christian Advocate, Ala., W. 
Fla. 

LUTHER A. WEIGLE, dean emeritus, Yale 
Divinity School, New Haven, Conn. 

GAINES M. COOK, Indianapolis, Ind., execu- 
tive secretary, International Convention of 
Christian Churches. 

JAMES R. STAPLES, Phoenix, Ariz., editor, 
Baptist Beacon. 

D. ELTON TRUEBLOOD, professor of phi- 
losophy, Earlham College, Richmond, Ind. 

JUSTIN VANDER KOLK, president, New 
Brunswick Seminary, New Brunswick, N. J. 

HAROLD W. BOYER, Springfield, Ohio, 
chairman, General Ministerial Assembly, 
Church cf God (Anderson, Ind.). 

WILLIAM W. BEAHM, Villa Park, IIl., mod- 
erator, General Conference, Church of the 
Brethren. 

FLOYD LOONEY, Fresno, Calif., editor, The 
California Southern Baptist. 

W. STANLEY MOONEYHAM, Wheaton, III., 
editor, United Evangelical Action, Na- 
tional Assn. of Evangelicals. 


(Concluded next week) 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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Alan Paton Sees Enemy 
As Pseudo-Christianity 


New York (rRNS)—Alan Paton, world 
famous South African novelist and a lay 
leader of the Anglican Church in his 
native country, said here that pseudo- 
Christianity, rather than Communism or 
Islam, is the “real enemy” of Christian 
progress in awakening Africa. 

Because of pseudo-Christian attitudes, 
he charged, the church too often becomes 
identified with those intent upon preser- 
vation of the status quo and is made to 
appear as an institution “impeding prog- 
ress toward better human life.” 

In his view, he explained, pseudo- 
Christianity “always prefers stability to 
change, elevates the law above justice and 
serves expediency rather than love.” 

“We must face the fact, at least in 
southern and eastern Africa, that many 
people have come to identify the church 
as a sort of protector of the privileged, 
and they may therefore turn away from 
it when they are liberated,” Mr. Paton 
warned. 


Aware of Danger 


He emphasized, however, that at least 
the leaders of the South African Anglican 
Church are aware of this danger and 
“anxious to see the church become the 
shepherd guide and protector of the peo- 
ple.” 

Mr. Paton, author of Cry, the Beloved 
Country and Too Late the Phalarope,” 
was in New York to receive the 1960 
Freedom House Award. 

The lay leader is an active member of 
the All-African Church Conference’s Ex- 
ecutive Committee, whose main task, he 
noted, is to help increase cooperation 
among all Christian churches of Africa 
at a time “when all Africa is moving 
toward closer contact and there is a tre- 
mendous faith in Africa itself and its 
future.” 

“While a church must be universal, 
it also has the duty to serve its people in 
their particular situations,” he declared. 
A special task for the church in Africa 
today, he said, is “reconciliation of black 
and white Christians.” 

At the same time, he said, the church 
must help its people “by assisting them 
in their new and sometimes strange situ- 
ations, by rejoicing with them in their 
liberation, by giving spiritual content to 
independence, and by safeguarding the 
independence from becoming a mere glo- 
tification of man.” 

Help from Without 

Speaking specifically of racial tensions 
in his country, Mr. Paton said that, after 
a life-time spent in seeking to bring 
about a change by peaceful means, he 
could not believe that any significant 
change would or could be brought about 
by means of “an unassisted evolution.” 
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“T myself and most of my close friends 
and associates, quite a few of whom have 
spent months in prison this past year 
(because they disagreed with the govern- 
ment’s racial segregation policies) don’t 
believe that a change will come purely 
from within,” he stated. 

“While a Christian shouldn’t hesitate 
to look into the future,” he said, “he 
shouldn’t, however, become obsessed with 
doing so—because then he may cease to 
do anything.” 

Mr. Paton noted that he was named 
recently by the South African province 
of his church to be one of eight delegates 
scheduled to meet with representatives of 
the Dutch Reformed churches in the 
country “to see whether anything can be 
done to narrow the gulf” between the 
church groups which has developed over 
race relations problems and the govern- 
ment’s apartheid stand. The meeting, he 
observed, will be held under World 
Council of Churches auspices. 


United Nations Role 
As for a change in the racial policy 


of the South African government, this 
could be brought about only through the 
help of outward, as well as inward pres- 
sure, Mr. Paton said, adding: 

“T don’t think it is unreasonable to ex- 
pect that—if the United Nations continues 
to exist as an instrument of world au- 
thority—it may find it necessary to in- 
tervene, especially if South Africa were 
to be threatened by other African nations.” 

He pointed out that the advocates of 
white supremacy in South Africa might 
be influenced by economic sanctions 
against their country. But at the same 
time he warned of possible revolution, 
bloodshed and chaos which, if permitted 
to engulf Africa, could bring catastrophe 
on the entire world. 

Turning to the often cited dangers of 
Communism to liberated Africa, Mr. 
Paton said he could see no indication that 
the strongly nationalistic leaders of new 
African states would be ready to accept 
Communism because “they don’t want to 
exchange old colonialism for a new one 
and are sufficiently wide awake to realize 
that.” 

Communism, he said, may become a 
factor in African thinking if the new 
independence is not accompanied by eco- 
nomic development and better living con- 
ditions for all people. ’ 


A CALL TO THE CHURCHES 


To the members of the Protestant and Orthodox Churches constituent 
to the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


On December 4, 1960 official represen- 
tatives of the churches, and visitors, will 
gather in the Civic Auditorium of San 
Francisco, California, for the triennial 
General Assembly of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. 

As they mark the tenth anniversary of 
the founding of the National Council of 
Churches, these church men and women 
from all of the 50 states will review the 
work the churches have done together 
through their cooperative agency, elect 
new officers and guide the Council in its 
work in the years ahead. 

The past ten years have witnessed 
growing unity among the churches, as 
symbolized by the Council and the move- 
ment in which it plays a part. The past 
ten years have also presented mankind 
with a mounting turbulence and change 
that challenge the churches to an even 
greater purpose in their life and work 
together. 

In keeping with the faith of Christians 
who seek unity and seek also to strength- 
en it ever further, the theme of the Gen- 
eral Assembly will be: “Jesus Christ, 
Living Lord of All Life.” 

Let us pray that Almighty God will 
pour out such a blessing upon this As- 
sembly that there will not be room enough 
to receive it. The moral and spiritual 
issues confronting the churches are stu- 
pendous in their dimensions. Decisions 
must be made in every field of life: the 


culture of our youth, the utilization of 
the mass media of communication, the 
release of the lay forces of Christianity, 
the nature of the unity we seek, the es- 
tablishment of justice and peace in the 
life of industries, races, and nations, and 
the development of a theological under- 
standing commensurate with the unbe- 
lievable advances of science and learning 
in our time. It is to be hoped that this 
Assembly will be so filled with the glory 
of the Eternal Splendor that for many 
years to come the people who attend it 
will be able to say humbly and thank- 
fully, “I was at San Francisco.” For 
nothing less than a new birth of faith in 
God’s redeeming grace as revealed in 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of all life, can 
be adequate for such a time as this. 
EpwIin T. DAHLBERG, President 
National Council of Churches 


CHURCH-STATE ISSUE TO 
BE PROBED BY BAPTISTS 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (rRNs)—Church- 
state issues in connection with participa- 
tion by religious agencies in America’s 
foreign aid program and raised by gov- 
ernment grants to hospitals and other 
institutions in the field of “human needs” 
will be the subject of the 1961 Religious 
Liberty Conference to be sponsored by 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, it was announced here. 








@ Toward Order in Worship (continued) 


Two Directories 


A study and comparison of some sec- 
tions of two Presbyterian Directories for 
Worship may be continued below. In this 
series related sections of the two volumes 
are being printed for evaluation in con- 
nection with voting now being conducted 
in the presbyteries. The Presbyterian, 
U. S., directory was prepared by an ad 
interim committee authorized by the Gen- 
eral Assembly; the one labeled “UPUSA” 
was prepared by a joint committee (U. S. 
and UPUSA).—REditors. 


U.S. Directory 





CHAPTER 10. THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
BY OFFERINGS 
210-1 Obedient response to the hearing 
of God’s Word is properly a part of the 
public worship of God. This response is 
to be expressed by the congregation in 
offering their sung praises, in offering 
their prayers of thanksgiving, in offering 
their dedication of themselves to further 
service, and in offering out of the material 
substance God has given a portion to be 
used for maintaining the church’s witness 
to Christ her Lord. (336) 
210-2 It is fitting that there be times 
appointed in the order of public worship 
for making these offerings. (338) 
210-3 The offering of material sub- 
stance as an act of worship not only pro- 
vides for the necessities of the church’s 
existence in the world, but also expresses 
the believer’s acknowledgment that God is 
giver of all and the believer’s commitment 
to use the entirety of his material pos- 
sessions to the glory of God. (Cf. 225-1 
through 4) (336) 
It is the believer’s privilege and duty 
to make regular offerings of his substance 
for the support of the church, for the 
propagation of the gospel in our own and 
in other lands, and for the relief of the 
poor. (337) 
210-5 The believer measures his offer- 
ing of himself and his possessions against 
the greatness of God’s gift in Jesus Christ 
his Son. (337) 
(NOTE—For the UPUSA treatment of 
this topic see OvurtooK, Oct. 24, page 6, 
Chapter IV, Section 8.—Eds.) 


CHAPTER 11. THE SACRAMENT OF 
BAPTISM 

211-1 It is the obligation and privilege 
of parents to present their children to 
God in baptism, thereby claiming God’s 
covenant promises to parents and chil- 
dren. (351) 

211-2 Baptism of infants is not to be 
unnecessarily delayed. Grace and salva- 
tion are not inseparably annexed to it; 
and a person can be regenerated or saved 
without it. For this reason it may be 
delayed until it can be properly admin- 
istered by a minister before the congre- 
gation. (352) 

211-3 Baptism of infants takes place 
only in the community of the Christian 
family and the Christian church. For 
this reason the child to be baptized must 
be presented by one or both believing 
parents, or by some believing person re- 
sponsible for the child, who signifies his 
desire that the child be baptized and who 
assumes responsibility for the child’s 
Christian nurture and rearing in the fel- 
lowship of the Christian church. Likewise, 
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baptism ought to be administered only in 
the presence of the congregation which 
pledges itself as the child’s sponsor to 
the end that the child may confess Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. If it should 
be necessary for baptism to be adminis- 
tered outside the presence of the congre- 
gation, then the congregation must be 
represented by a quorum of the Session. 

(353-354 ) 

211-4 Baptism of infants should be pre- 
ceded by appropriate words of instruction 
as to the nature and meaning of the Sacra- 
ment. It is fitting that congregation and 
parents should confess the faith in which 
the child is baptized, using a proper sym- 
bol, such as the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. 
The congregation in an appropriate man- 
ner must assume responsibility for the 
Christian nurture of the child. The par- 
ents must likewise acknowledge their ob- 
ligation. The charge to parents and con- 
gregation should be specific, placing em- 
phasis upon instruction in the Bible and 
doctrine of the church, the Christian life 
of the family, and the fellowship of the 
church. (355) 

211-5 The minister may then propose 
the following, or like questions: 

(1) Do you acknowledge your child’s 
need of the cleansing blood of Jesus 
Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy 
Spirit? 

(2) Do you claim God’s covenant prom- 
ises in (his) behalf, and do you look in 
faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for (his) 
salvation, as you do for your own? 

(3) Do you now unreservedly dedicate 
your child to God, and promise, in humble 
reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before (him) a Godly 
example, that you will pray with and for 
(him), that you will teach (him) the doc- 
trines of our holy religion, and that you 
will strive, by all the means of God’s 
appointment, to bring (him) up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord? 

(356) 

211-6 Then the minister is to pray for 
a blessing to attend this ordinance, after 
which, calling the child by name, he shall 
say: 

“IT baptize thee in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” 

As he pronounces these words, he is to 
baptize the child with water, by pouring 
or sprinkling it on the head of the child, 
without adding any other ceremony. (357) 

211-7 The minister is to declare that 
the child who has been baptized is a mem- 
ber of the church of Christ and that the 
congregation is his sponsor to the end 
that he confess Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. (357) 

211-8 The service is to be concluded 
with an appropriate prayer for the child 
and for all the children and families of 
the congregation. (357) 

211-9 Persons not baptized in infancy 
shall be baptized upon their profession of 
faith, and admitted to the church and its 
privileges including participation in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

The administration of adult baptism 
shall follow the order given in 211-6, with 
any necessary changes. 





UPUSA DrreEctTory 


CHAPTER V. The Sacrament of Baptism 


Section 1. The sacrament of baptism is 
the Word set forth in such a way is or- 








dained by Jesus Christ. It is to be under. 
stood as a sign of God’s power and mercy 
in cleansing men of their sin, and as a 
means whereby men are identified with 
Christ in his death and resurrection, en- 
tering with him into his death and rising 
with him to newness of life. Further, it 
represents the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit into the lives of God’s people. It is 
to be regarded as the sign of their ingraft- 
ing into Christ, and of their entrance 
into the church, inasmuch as that which 
unites them with Christ unites them also 
with his church. 

As a sacrament, baptism is an act of 
the whole church. For this reason, and 
because it is a sign of entrance into the 
church, it should be regularly adminis- 
tered in the presence of the worshiping 
community. Since the sacrament is a 
means by which the gospel is proclaimed 
to all who receive it or witness it, and 
yet cannot be separated from the Word, 
it should be administered ordinarily at a 
service at which the written Word has 
been expounded, inasmuch as the Word 
sets forth the promises which the sgacra- 
ment seals to man. 

The sacrament is both a means of tes- 
tifying to the reality of God’s grace, and 
also a means by which all faithful mem- 
bers of the church show forth publicly 
their own faith and trust in him. 

Since no person is worthy by his own 
merit to receive the gift of God’s grace 
shown forth in baptism, all those present 
when the sacrament is administered must 
receive it in dependence on God’s grace, 
trusting that in the sacrament he will cer- 
tify to them his promises, and draw men 
closer to one another through their com- 
mon acknowledgment of the need in which 
they stand. 

The sacrament of baptism not only 
shows God’s grace but is a means by which 
his grace is communicated to men. Thus 
the visible Word of the gospel in baptism 
points toward, and is fulfilled by, Christ 
himself. 

As the mode of entrance into the fellow- 
ship of the church, this sacrament need 
be administered only once to each person. 

Section 2. Baptism sets forth the grace 
of God in Jesus Chirst and affirms that all 
who are children of believers are heirs of 
this covenant of grace. In the sacrament 
of baptism they are acknowledged to be 
members of the household and family of 
God. It is therefore appropriate that at 
an early age the children of believers be 
baptized. 

The baptism of children has particular 
significance for the church as that sacra- 
ment of God’s grace, his unmerited love, 
which shows forth that long before the 
child is conscious of God or confesses him, 
God has chosen the child as his own, lov- 
ing him with a love which is eternal. The 
sacrament declares publicly and openly 
to all assembled that this child has been 
claimed by God, and has been ingrafted 
into the body of Christ, which is his 
church. Whenever the sacrament is ad- 
ministered it is to be understood as a 
declaration of the Word of God in its 
grace and power to all men. All present 
are called upon to see themselves likewise 
as helpless children, whom God in his 
mercy has called to eternal life in the 
Spirit. 

The parents of the child promise to 
bring him up to love God and serve him, 
and the members of the congregation like- 
wise promise to surround the child with 
their concern and love in Christ, that he 
may continue in the fellowship of the 
church, confess Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord, and live in his eternal kingdom. 

It is desirable that a minister before 
baptizing a child engage in instructions 
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and discussion with the parents, to ac- 
quaint them with the significance of what 
God is doing in this act and with the re- 
sponsibilities which it lays upon them. 
The parents having presented their 
child for baptism at a service of public 
worship, the minister shall make declara- 
tion of the meaning of the sacrament and 
the gifts of God which it exhibits and 
offers to all assembled. At least one par- 
ent, or one rightly exercising parental 
authority, shall be asked to make affirma- 
tion of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. He shall also promise publicly, in 
dependence on the grace of God, to raise 
the child to love God and serve him, to 
the end that the child may come to con- 
fess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 


The congregation shall then, in the 
name of the whole church of Christ, be 
asked to undertake responsibility for the 
growth of the child in Christian nurture; 
and members of the congregation shall 
indicate their intention to do so in an 
appropriate manner. 


After prayer, the minister shall baptize 
the child with water alone, declaring, 
» en , I baptize thee in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

The minister may then charge the par- 
ents and the members of the congregation 
to be faithful in their response to God 
through the sacrament just administered. 

The sacrament shall conclude with 
prayer for the child, the parents, and all 
those of the household of faith. 

At the time of baptism the child shall 
be recorded as a baptized member of the 
church not yet admitted to the Lord’s 
table, and shali be numbered among those 
for whom the session has responsibility. 

Section 3. Reception into communicant 
membership, or confirmation, is an act 
whereby the church recognizes the per- 
sonal encounter with Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior of those who were baptized in 
infancy, and having now attained unto 
years of discretion, desire to profess their 
faith in him. Confirmation does not sig- 
nify the completion of something left in- 
complete by the initial act of baptism, for 
in baptism God’s continued claim upon 
the child was made manifest once for all. 
But at the time of confirmation, the church 
calls the individual to make personal re- 
sponse to the grace of God, which has 
been continually at work in his life, and 
which was shown forth by his baptism in 
infancy. 

Upon his personal profession of the 
faith in which he was baptized, the church 
receives him into full communicant priv- 
ileges and responsibilities, including par- 
ticipation in the Lord’s Supper, and asks 
God to fortify him in his Christian com- 
mitment by so endowing him with the 
power of the Holy Spirit that he may in- 
crease from strength to strength and live 
in God’s eternal kingdom. 

Section 4. When persons who have not 
been baptized as children desire to pro- 
fess their faith in Christ and become in- 
corporated into the membership of his 
church, they shall do so by receiving the 
sacrament of baptism. 

Before the sacrament is administered, 
such persons shall receive instruction con- 
cerning the meaning of the sacrament, the 
nature of the church and the Christian 
faith, and the privileges and obligations 
attendant upon membership in the church. 

After they have satisfied the session as 
to their Christian purpose, they shall be 
presented before the congregation for bap- 
tism in a service of public worship which 
includes the reading, hearing, and preach- 
ing of the Word. 

The minister shall declare the meaning 
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FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e¢ The most important ques- 
tion to ask of any sermon is, Is it a faith- 
ful witness to the gospel? By this test 
many sermons fail miserably, though they 
are excellently wrought, being more wit- 
nesses to man’s failure, or to man’s uto- 
pian ideals, than responses to God’s good 
news. Spiritual nagging, however kindly 
meant, is not the same as offering men 
life in Christ. When I said this to my 
class today, the classroom almost became 
a confessional, and then I had to disabuse 
the boys that there is one standard, or- 
thodox statement of this gospel, the im- 
portant thing being where they locate the 
good news, and where the fact of Christ 
comes alive most meaningfully for their 
own lives. 


TUESDAY e In his Collected Poems, 
Carl Sandburg says, “I am still studying 
verbs and the mystery of how they con- 
nect nouns. I am more suspicious of ad- 
jectives than at any other time in my born 
days.” There is matter for homiletic 
brooding here, for vitality in preaching 
style comes from verbs and nouns, not 
adjectives, which latter nearly always 
slow up the action and lend a static 
quality to speech. 


WEDNESDAY e Five years ago a young 
nurse in my congregation in Edinburgh 





of the sacrament and of the gifts of God 
which it exhibits and offers to all assem- 
bled. Such persons as are to be baptized 
shall, in response to questions, publicly 
profess their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior, and in the power and readi- 
ness of God in Christ to forgive their 
sins; and shall promise in dependence on 
the grace of God to live as faithful mem- 
bers of his church. 

After prayer, the minister shall baptize 
such persons with water alone, declaring, 
Ossie whicaas , I baptize thee in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.” Following prayer on their 
behalf, the minister shall declare that 
those baptized are now admitted to the 
fellowship of the church and to the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper. He may then 
charge them to be faithful in their re- 
sponse to God through the sacrament just 
administered, and will dismiss them with 
the blessing of God. 

Section 5. This sacrament, as an act of 
the church, is ordinarily to be admin- 
istered with the participation of the full 
congregation. There may be _ circum- 
stances, however, which justify the ad- 
ministration of the sacrament apart from 
public worship, particularly to the sick. 
In such situations, all should remember 
that the sacrament is not administered as 
an emergency measure to ensure salva- 
tion, but as a means of showing forth the 
redemptive power of the Word of God in 
Jesus Christ. If possible, officers and oth- 
er members of the congregation should be 
present to manifest the communal nature 
of the sacrament. 


spoke to me about her growing feeling 
that she ought to volunteer her services 
for the mission field. Today I got a letter 
saying that she has clinched the matter 
and will shortly be proceeding to a hos- 
pital in Africa. Naturally this delights 
me, and rebukes me for having written 
her off. Verily, “he that believeth shall 
not make haste.” 


THURSDAY ¢ Dr. Emlyn Davies, him- 
self a Baptist preacher, remarks of the 
phenomenal growth of the Baptist denom- 
ination in America, “It has been achieved 
at the price of presenting a sociological 
triumph, emptied of any theological sig- 
nificance.” These are hard words, and 
I only report them to apply them to my 
own denomination. I wonder whether 
they are not true of us also? The real 
test of any denominational growth is, 
not how many members have we added 
to the in-group, but how real is our dia- 
logue with the out-group. 


FRIDAY @ Of a certain preacher, 
Jacques Maritain has written, “He open- 
ed his mouth and the clamor of wisdom, 
the freshness of heaven, passed over men’s 
hearts.”” Clamor of wisdom! How that 
rebukes us! 


SATURDAY ¢@ Last week I began two 
lecture courses, one in a church on “Men 
of the Spirit” (Augustine, 4 Kempis, 
Woolman, etc.), and one on the campus 
on ‘American Poets” (Whitman, Frost, 
Wilbur, etc.), and was conscious of how 
deeply inter-related they are; the same 
themes and concerns appear in both 
which is inevitable, I suppose, if both 
are dealing with reality. 


SUNDAY e [| preached today on Paul’s 
words, “Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ.” On 
Paul’s lips this is not a call to be a credit 
to Christ (who could be that?), but a 
reminder that we are living on a gospel, 
not a law. Perhaps “a life compatible 
with the fact that there is Good News” 
would be a better translation. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


George A. Buttrick, the Harry Emer- 
son Fosdick visiting professors at Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, is lec- 
turing on “Existentialist Man” for the 
five-week series of Auburn Extension 
Lectures in the seminary chapel. His 
general title is “Man and History,” with 
two lectures each Monday morning 
through November 13. 

* * 


In its program offering advanced 
standing to entering students, the Uni- 
versity of Dubuque reports that 18 stu- 
dents have “tested out” by writing special 
comprehensive examinations in the 
science division, giving them expanded 
opportunities in the choice of courses 
during their college years. 
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EDITORIAL 


A Testing Time 

There are grave indications that the 
next few days will bring a difficult test 
to our American traditions and ideals. 
Here are some of the indications: 

Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the 
World Council of Churches’ Central 
Committee and president of the Lutheran 
World Federation, says he believes the 
flood of anti-Catholic and anti-Kennedy 
literature will reach its peak about the 
time of the day annually celebrated as 
Protestant Reformation Sunday. Such 
observances, he thinks, unless carefully 
handled, will lend themselves to inter- 
pretations that have political overtones. 

In a major study published in two in- 
stallments in the New York Times, John 
Wicklein reports a vast anti-Catholic lit- 
erature campaign being readied, to be 
spurred on by sermons and rallies on 
Reformation Sunday. He points, for ex- 
ample, to Harvey H. Springer, the “cow- 
boy evangelist” of the Rockies, who has 
declared, “I am releasing 1,500,000 vol- 
unteer workers to call on voters and give 
them our literature on Kennedy. I have 
a secret little letter that I think is going 
to defeat him.” Ordained a Southern 
Baptist minister, Springer has been pas- 
tor of an independent Baptist tabernacle 
in Englewood, Colo., for twenty-five 
years. “During that time, his sermons 
have warned against the Jews and the 
Negroes as well as against the Catholics. 
He is now an executive officer of the ultra- 
fundamentalist International Council of 
Christian Churches.” 

The executive director of the Fair 
Campaign Practices Committee, Bruce K. 
Felknor, a Presbyterian layman of Bed- 
ford, N. Y., predicts that Reformation 
Sunday “will be perverted to what I 
think is a quite profane use in many 
churches in our country.” 

His committee has estimated that tens 
of millions of pieces of anti-Catholic hate 
literature are being distributed at a cost 
of hundreds of thousands of dollars. Mr. 
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Felknor says that more than 100 different 
anti-Catholic tracts, “all in categories 
ranging upward from scurrilous to wildly 
distorted,” have been received by his 
office since August 4. Leaders of both 
parties at responsible levels, he insists, 
are actively discouraging such efforts. 
Fortunately there are some positive and 
encouraging aspects of efforts toward 
hetter understanding among Protestants, 
Catholics and Jews across the country. 
Mr. Felknor praises the National Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews, which is 
“doing veoman service in advancing a 
continuing dialogue.” He goes on: 
“Facing each other with fears and facts, 
Protestant participants in the magic of 
dialogue are finding out that Catholics 
and Jews are very much like themselves, 
and they are finding in their fundamental 
differences qualities that enrich each one’s 
appreciation of his own heritage. This is 
the kind of confrontation that can resolve 
unimportant differences so the important 
ones can be faced and lived with.” 


It is possible to use this Reformation 
season in constructive ways that will lead 
toward greater understanding and a 
frank and free exchange of ideas. Ex- 
cept in a few centers in this country, we 
have known little of this in the past. In 
Europe conversations and frank discus- 
sions between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics are much more common than 
they are here. It would be interesting 
to poll ministers across the country, along 
with some of their able lay leaders, to 
discover how many of them have even one 
Roman Catholic with whom they are ac- 
customed to discuss some of the basic 
issues in an uninhibited manner. It 
would make for a great deal more un- 
derstanding and bring some much needed 
charity to our viewpoints if such personal 
relations could be established. 

Charles Wesley Lowry, president of 
the Foundation for Religious Action in 
the Social and Civil Order, stressed the 
importance of such a development the 
other day, insisting that in the Protestant- 





Catholic dialogue “there must be an invi- 
tation to learning and a fresh insight into 
the charity of Christ, which requires not 
only a rejection of malice, but an active 
reaching out to understand and to em- 
brace in filial affection.” 

Dr. Lowry described the progress of 
the Roman Catholic Church in the U. §. 
as “so notable and commanding that it 
cannot but compel the attention and study 
of Catholic leaders everywhere.’’ He went 
on: 


“Because of this phenomenon, in large 
measure, religious liberty is to the fore 
in the entire Catholic world and an in- 
creasing number of theologians and eccle- 
siastical statesmen are adopting positions 
that go beyond the position of the ‘classic’ 
encyclicals of the nineteenth century, 
sometimes called by Protestant writers 
the ‘official’ Roman Catholic position.” 


Stressing some of the central agree- 
ments between the two groups in the 
Christian tradition, Dr. Lowry also 
pointed to “such grim adversaries as 
‘scientism’ and Communism,” saying: 

“It is for Protestantism and Catholicism 
to work together to preserve and strength- 
en the religious foundation in the Amer- 
ican synthesis. . . . If we lose it, our po- 
litical values and our economic gains will 
not suffice. In the fierce worldwide strug- 
gle for freedom, we shall have thrown 
away our finest weapon.” 


Another indication of hopeful possi- 
bilities is to be seen in recent books like: 

Protestantism, by Georges Tavard, a 
priest, a volume in the 20th Century 
Encyclopedia of Catholicism. Hawthorn 
Books, N. Y. $2.95. (See below.) 

An American Dialogue, by Robert Mc- 
Afee Brown and Gustave Weigel, with 
a foreword by Will Herberg, Doubleday 
& Co., N. Y., $2.95. 

Facing Protestant-Roman Catholic 
Tensions, 13 contributors, Wayne Cowan 
editor. Association Press, N. Y. $2.50, 
cloth; 50¢, paper, in the Reflection Book 
series. (The final pages of this volume 
offer a more extensive bibliography.) 





perfectly traditional and Catholic. 





UR MANUALS OF APOLOGETICS often still repeat arguments which 

were propounded in another age, a period in which it would have been 
heroic, indeed impossible, to make an objective judgment. We are now at a 
sufficient distance to see and understand the events of the sixteenth century 
without emotional bias. Fr. Louis Bouyer has demonstrated clearly that the 
Lutheran doctrine of justification by faith, as it was originally formulated, was 
Studying Karl Barth’s thought on the 
same problem, Hans Kung has come to the conclusion that it is, in its funda- 
mental design, compatible with the Council of Trent, although it is expressed 
in different language and forms of thought. In works written independently, 
Fr. Joseph Geiselmann and the present author are both engaged in working 
out a reconciliation between the scriptural principle in traditional Catholic 
theology and in Protestantism, and, on the Protestant side, Oscar Cullmann 
is making a sympathetic study of the idea of tradition; this is also on the 
program of the “Faith and Order’ commission of the World Council of 
Churches. We are thus witnessing a new phenomenon, the first steps in a 
convergence between the reformers’ theology more truly understood and Cath- 
olic theology expressed in less inflexible formulas than those of the Counter 
Reformation. To play a part in such a reconciliation through objective and 
serious study, is the task of the theologians now and in the future —Fr. GEORGES 
TAVARD in Protestantism, published last year by Hawthorn Books, New York. 
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Books That Have Influenced Me (5) 


THE YEARS BETWEEN 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“I said, ‘Let days speak, and many 
years teach wisdom.’ ”’—Job 32:7. 


HERE WERE SEVEN YEARS be- 

tween my college commencement and 
the time I entered the seminary. If I had 
those years to live over I would hope to 
make more of my opportunities for read- 
ing. I would at least read more syste- 
matically, less for pleasure and more for 
discipline, than I actually did. How- 
ever, in those years two kinds of books, 
rather than any two particular books, had 
their different effects on me. 

One was an actual book, a fat one in 
two volumes: Motley’s Rise of the Dutch 
Republic. It was the first history book 
(aside from elementary school texts) that 
I ever read in my life, and it opened my 
eyes. Somehow or other I had managed 
to get through the high school years 
(though I never attended a high school 
longer than a semester) without a course 
in history, and in college, thanks to a 
very free elective system, I dodged all 
history courses. It was my impression 
(gained I have no idea where) that his- 
tory was a “bucket of ashes,” that any- 
one who studied it was obviously a hope- 
less antiquarian. But, like the man who 
after preaching against horse-racing for 
twenty years finally went to the Derby to 
see what it was like, I undertook to read 
Motley’s classic. As my memory places 
it, it was the same summer in which 
(with “Cotton” Smith) I inaugurated 
the Gate at Montreat,* and was called 
everything from grave-robber down. One 
thing that kept me calm was Mr. Motley. 
As soon as I could get rid of the last irate 
conscientious-objector to the iniquitous 
Gate, I would cool off in the magic time- 
machine that took me back and away, 
many centuries and miles. 

I had no special interest in Holland, 
nobody recommended the book; but it 
was on our family shelves and I had nev- 
er read it. So I set in—and never re- 
gretted it. I had had no idea that history 
could be so fascinating. I do regret not 
having begun to study history under 
someone who could steer me; even a prej- 
udiced guide might be better than no 
guide at all. However, my taste for fic- 
tion waned from then on. Not that I 
ever became a historian; but it was a 
great discovery to feel the magic of an- 
cient generations coming to life, as young 
as my own. I even read (bragging a lit- 
tle), eventually, the Decline and Fall of 





*Admission fees are charged at the en- 
trance to the Presbyterian, U. S., summer 
conference center in western North Caro- 
lina. These fees are used to pay the cost 
of the speaking program and the recrea- 
tional activities of children and young 
people who are there.—EbpITors. 
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the Roman Empire—all but the last 200 
pages or so, which are being saved against 
retirement. 


O ANOTHER, quite different kind 

of literature, I became attached also 
in those seven years. Again it was a case 
of gradual discovery, overcoming an early 
prejudice. In high school (that one sem- 
ester) my English teacher had done her 
best to get us all interested in the Golden 
Treasury, a then-famous anthology of 
English poetry. It didn’t set me on fire; 
indeed it turned me against poetry, for it 
was my impression that all poetry was 
either about love or about nature, and 
at that stage I was interested in neither. 
But then in college, under an extremely 
dry but conscientious teacher, I discovered 
that a great deal of poetry is not about 
love nor nature .. . and eventually, when 
both these dry subjects also came to life, 
the eyes and hearts of the poets were there 
to help me understand. I learned the dif- 
ference between good poetry and bad; 
learned enough to be quickly cured of 
the notion that I too might be a poet. A 
Duncan Hines, dining everywhere, would 
find his work pretty dull if he cared for 
nothing but the dishes of his native 
Bowling Green. A world-diner should 
savor and enjoy the best from all climes 
and lands. So with poetry. I learned to 
enjoy all kinds, Swinburne and Sand- 
burg, Emerson and Eliot, Virgil and 
Vachel Lindsay. Not all poets are first- 
rate—not all anything is first-rate. Pro- 
vided we do not confuse or coarsen our 
taste, we do ourselves no favor by refus- 
ing to listen to music, or to eat a meal, 
or to live in a state, or to read poetry, 
that is less than first-rank. 

Nevertheless there are better and best 
poets. And the best are more than singers 
of songs, lighteners of leaden hours. They 
are seers, their insights reveal reality as 








N THE OBEDIENCE which 

we have shown to be due to the 
authority of governors, it is always 
necessary to make one exception, 
and that is entitled to our first at- 
tention—that it do not seduce us 
from obedience to him to whose 
will the desires of all kings ought 
to be subject, to whose decrees all 
their commands ought to yield, to 
whose majesty all their scepters 
ought to submit. And, indeed, how 
preposterous it would be for us, 
with a view to satisfy men, to incur 
the displeasure of him on whose 
account we yield obedience to men! 
—Joun Carvin, Institutes, IV. 
xx. 32 (also in By John Calvin, a 
Reflection book, selections by Hugh 
T. Kerr, Association Press, New 
York). 











a congress of scientists cannot do. They 
interpret our own thoughts. ‘The heart 
knoweth its own bitterness, and a stranger 
doth not intermeddle with its joy”; but 
the poet can cleanse the bitterness and 
deepen the joy, just by the perfection of 
his inner understanding. 


NE SPECIAL SERVICE the poets 
did for me, without knowing it, was 
to help me to appreciate the poets of the 
Bible. A person without at least some 
poetic sensitiveness, trying to read the 
Bible, is like a tone-deaf person trying 
to enjoy Brahms, or a color-blind person 
before a painting by Tintoretto. It is not 
only that the poet can at least suggest the 
inexpressible. He conveys the mood in 
which the ineffable can best be felt. It is 
to the poet we listen when in high rapture 
or in wordless grief we cor e to those 
“thoughts that do lie too deep for tears.” 
When our Lord hung on the cross, his 
cry of darkest agony, and his last whis- 
pered word of peace, were both lines 
from poems of his ancient people. Even 
at Calvary the poet says the last word. 





of faith were concerned 





year by Bethany Press, St. Louis. 





HE PROTESTANT Reformation was inevitable. 

When the dam of repression broke, there issued not one great river but 
innumerable streams. That was certainly not the intention of the reformers. 
They sought only to purify the church, to return to New Testament principles. 
They would have been horrified at the thought that their action would ever 
tend toward the losing of a sense of oneness in the church. Nevertheless, for 
almost three centuries there was a multiplication of denominations and sects, 
many of which have persisted to our day. Undoubtedly, some of the protests 
which led to the formation of new denominations had valid bases. Aspects 
of the gospel message had been forgotten or warped in the process of time 
and needed re-emphasis. The unfortunate part of it all was the fact that long 
after a particular emphasis was accepted by the church in general, the organi- 
zation making that emphasis persisted because it had gained a tradition and 
a history which was precious to its adherents. As time went on, there came 
to be greater divergences within single denominations—so far as basic matters 
than between denominations—PavuL G. Macy in 
If it Be of God, The Story of the World Council of Churches, published this 














BENNETT STRESSES NEED OF 
CHURCH TO SEEK LEGISLATION 


New YorK (RNS)—Dean John C. 
Bennett of Union Theological Seminary 
here declared that the American concept 
of church-state separation has never 
meant that churches and synagogues 
should not seek to influence legislation. 

The noted theologian also cautioned 
that discussions of the “religious issue” 
in the national campaign must not leave 
the impression that religion “is quite ir- 
relevant to public life.” 

Churches and synagogues, he said, 
have a responsibility to keep the public 
conscience “instructed and disturbed.” 
For the most part, he stated, they “work 
on the conscience of their own members 
who are citizens . . . as part of the gen- 
eral process of the formation of public 
opinion.” 

Dr. Bennett spoke on “Church and 
State in a Pluralistic Society” to the fall 
assembly of the Manhattan Division, 
Protestant Council of the City of New 
York. 


Laws That Safeguard 

He told the assembly that churches 
are concerned with laws which “protect 
the weak against the strong, which hu- 
manize punishment, which give to all 
children access to education and the 
means of health, that safeguard the free- 
dom of persons.” 


“They are interested in the state’s re- 
sponsibility to keep order, so that men are 
preserved from violence. They are inter- 
ested in a foreign policy by which our 
country seeks to help other nations find 
their way to a better standard of living 
and to political and cultural and spiritual 
freedom, They are deeply concerned about 
peace between the nations.” 


The dean observed he was not imply- 
ing that churches or religious people 
have a “monopoly of concern” about 
these issues, but, he stressed, “They can 
do much to provide the resources which 
enable a nation to achieve them.” 

Parallel to the “wide areas of a com- 
mon Christian conscience,’ Dr. Bennett 
said, there is the need of “restraint on 
the part of the churches when it comes 
to imposing their own distinctive con- 
ceptions of the moral law by legislation 
on the whole community.” 

“The things that I have just empha- 
sized belong to a religious consensus but 


some churches have their distinctive moral 
doctrines that are rejected by other 
churches,” he noted. 

In this connection, the Protestant lead- 
er praised Father Gustave Weigel, S.J., 
of Woodstock (Md.) College, widely- 
known Jesuite theologian, for helping to 
“clear the air’ with his statement that 
a Catholic office-holder is not religiously 
bound to seek legislation to impose Cath- 
olic views of the moral law on non-Cath- 
olics. 

Dr. Bennett noted that Father Weigel 
had said that the Catholic who holds 
public office “takes his lead from the con- 
sensus of the community” in matters of 
morals. 

“IT do not of course speak for him 
(Father Weigel) ,” Dr. Bennett said, “but 





I do not think that he means that on all 
moral matters any church, least of all 
his own, should leave the consensus 
where it happens to be. The churches— 
—both Protestant and Catholic—should 
try to raise the level of the consensus; 
this I am saying as a Protestant.” 

Dr. Bennett observed, “Often I find 
that thoughtful Catholics who know the 
best in their tradition make important 
contributions to my own thought about 
the moral problems of the social order.” 

There are some issues, however, he 
added, “usually in the realm of medical 
ethics or of regulations concerning mar- 
riage on which I shall always ask Cath- 
olics to observe the kind of restraint of 
which Father Weigel speaks.” 

Also addressing the meeting was Eu- 
gene Carson Blake of Philadelphia, 
stated clerk of the United Presbyterian, 
USA, General Assembly, who said that 


HAWKINS CALLS FOR CHURCH 
SUPPORT OF AFRICAN FREEDOM 


New York (spEcIAL)—‘“The whole 
body of the church” must continually 
respond “to the Africans’ need for an 
unfettered freedom, and an unqualified 
personal dignity,” Edler G. Hawkins, 
Vice-Moderator of the United Presbyte- 
rian, U.S.A. General Assembly, asserted 
upon his return from Africa. 

The pastor of St. Augustine’s Presby- 
terian Church in the Bronx left the 
United States Sept. 20 as head of an 
official church deputation to independence 
celebrations in Nigeria. The party also 
visited Liberia, Ghana and the Cam- 
eroun. Aside from Dr. Hawkins, its 
members were Archie Crouch of San 
Francisco, Carl Ericson of Falls Church, 
Va., Frank T. Wilson of New York. 

Upon returning, Dr. Hawkins spoke 
of “the love and affection that the Afri- 
can churches and people have asked us 
to give” to American Christians. He said 
that Nigeria, at independence, has “come 
to a well-deserved and well-ordered free- 
dom,” and went on to stress four points: 

(1) African goodwill: ‘There was re- 
vealed an unusual degree of warmth and 
affection for Americans. One of our State 
Department men put it well when he said 
that there is in Africa ‘a reservoir of 
goodwill for the American people.’ It is 
a large reservoir, and the degree to which 
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it will remain so will depend on a wise 
deployment of our best resources and the 
best use of the obvious advantage we have 
in this sympathetic and friendly feeling.” 

(2) Africa watching America: “One 
African leader put it like this: ‘How 
America acts and her role in world af- 
fairs does make a great difference to us. 
If we didn’t care, the United States could 
make all the mistakes she wants to. But 
we do care.’ The kind of ambassadors 
we send, both officials and just plain 
people, such as travelers, become tremen- 
dously important, for these are the people 
who will have the high opportunity and 
deep responsibility to preserve and aug- 
ment the reservoir of goodwill.” 


Healing Agents 

(3) The role of African neutralism: 
“It may very well be, at this point, that 
the emerging African nations have an 
important contribution to make as they 
serve as healing and renewing agents 
amid the clashing powers of the cold 
war.” 

(4) The social responsibility of the 
church: “The Christian church has also 
a tremendous opportunity to become even 
more significant in the important deci- 
sions that these new nations are making. 
It has an advantage in that so many of 
the great fights for freedom have had an 
identification with the mission schools, in 
which our own church has a real tradi- 
tion. 

“This advantage will not hold, how- 
ever, unless the whole body of the church 
continually responds to the Africans’ need 
for an unfettered freedom, and an un- 
qualified personal dignity for which it 
must still seek in many parts of Africa. 
The church must never lag in its historic 
role of pioneer in the great push for an 
even fuller freedom, both social and po- 
litical as well as personal.” * 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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modern man “whether oriented to Com- 
munism or Western democracy, has a 
faith in material goods as his salvation 
that by no stretch of the imagination can 
be harmonized with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” 

“Tf we who are responsible for the life 
and message of our churches continue to 
depend upon secular loyalties and secular 
faith rather than upon him whom we 
profess to serve, we will have no word 
for man in rapid social change,” he said. 

Dr. Blake said Christians must “re- 
pent of the evil in which we all, without 
exception, have allowed ourselves to be- 
come enmeshed, and begin in humility 
by the grace of God to turn from the 
arrogant humanism, the fear, the hate, 
the decadent materialism, which has too 
much guided all our lives, to that obe- 
dience to God . . . to that kingdom of 
Christ which is the gospel.” 


Be Active in Politics 

Detroit, Micu. (RNs) — Methodist 
leaders from nine north central states 
were told by a U.S. Congressman here 
that Christians should disavow the “‘doc- 
trine of withdrawal” from politics. 





Edinburgh Assembly 
Hears Cooperation Plea 


EDINBURGH (RNS)—Increased coop- 
eration between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics in Christian charity and hu- 
manitarian service was urged by a lead- 
ing churchman adressing more than 1,500 
commissioners to the Church of Scotland’s 
General Assembly here. 

Sir Thomas M. Taylor, principal of 
Aberdeen University, said that while 
“there are certain things which we affirm, 
others that we deny . . . let us recognize 
that Catholics, like ourselves, worship 
the same Lord, follow the same Christian 
way.” 

“Because of this, we have far more in 
common with them than with all those 
who reject the Lordship of Christ, whether 
they call themselves atheists, materialists, 
agnostics, scientific humanists, or what- 
ever it may be. 

“We ought therefore, so far as we can, 
to draw closer to Roman Catholics in 
Christian charity, seeking whenever we 
may to find ways of cooperation with them 
in Christian service to our fellowmen.” 


Sir Thomas, who was seconding a spe- 
cial message drawn up by the Assembly 
in commemoration of the 400th anniver- 
sary of the Reformation in Scotland, ad- 
vised the commissioners to “note with 
interest and sympathy” the growing em- 
phasis the Roman Catholic Church is 
putting on the study of the Bible, par- 
ticularly in France. 

“The Bible is an explosive book when 
it gets into men’s hands and is taken se- 
riously,” he said. “Watch this new Ro- 
man Catholic interest in the Scriptures— 
it could be fraught with consequences of 
the greatest moment.” * 
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“In years past,” said Congressman 
Byron L. Johnson (D.-Colo.), “Chris- 
tians have tended to feel that if they paid 
their taxes and obeyed the laws they 
could go about their aim of bringing 
others into the kingdom of God and stay 
out of government. 

“But in America, this doctrine of with- 
drawal has been made obsolete by the 
kind of personal accountability needed to 
make democracy work. To do good, Chris- 
tians must join in government and poli- 
tics with the aim of making them good.” 

Addressing the Methodist North Cen- 
tral Conference on Christian Social Con- 
cerns, Rep. Johnson said churchmen 
should encourage their congregations to 
join political parties, make contact with 
candidates and office holders and “push 
for the programs your people think are 
right.” 

He asked his audience not to fear 
the word “lobby,” and said: 

“Remember that all special interest 
groups have high-paid and well-trained 
lobbyists who make their employers’ views 
known to every legislator. The hardest 
kind of lobby to organize is the general 
public interest. That is where the church 
can play a rewarding role.” 


Rep. Johnson, a Congregationalist, 
also said that churches should work for 
the recognition of Red China. “TI like to 
think of the United Nations not as a 
peace-loving group of nations,” he said, 
“for obviously there are those who do 
not love peace who are in it. I like to 
think of it as a family of nations open 
for the prodigal son to return.” 


Reformed European Group 
Faces Issue of Separation 


The meaning of catholicity from the 
standpoint of the Reformed tradition was 
the main subject of discussion at the 
annual meeting of the European Theo- 
logical Commission of the World Al- 
liance of Reformed Churches in Zurich. 
Looking toward a special consultation 
on this subject at the time of the Euro- 
pean Area Council in Montpellier, 
France, August, 1961, the commission 
sought to define the basic theological 
question which Reformed Christians face 
when, while still remaining separate from 
other churches, they acknowledge the 
universality of the church of Jesus 
Christ. 

Alex J. Bronkhorst of Brussels, chair- 
man of the Zurich meeting, explained the 
discussion as follows: “Do we believe 
that we have the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, or merely a revelation of Jesus 
Christ? If we reject the first possibility, 
then what do we mean by the second? 
Do we say we have part of the truth, or 
the whole truth in a distinctive form? 
What is the relation between the revela- 
tion which we believe has come to us, 
and the revelation that has come to other 
Christians whom we recognize?” 

The Hervormde Kerk in the Nether- 
lands, according to Dr. Bronkhorst, 
speaks officially neither of the revela- 
tion nor of a revelation, but merely, of 
“revelation,” thus avoiding the issue of 
catholicity. 





How to live with your feelings ° 


ARCHIBALD F. WARD. This unusual devotional ” 
book contains the author’s translation of one 
hundred Psalms arranged in groups by emo- 
tional tone. Use it to find the Psalm that re- 
flects a particular mood and to communicate 
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to God your feelings—even harsh, negative 
ones. This book makes available the vital 
resources of the Psalms to all who seek health 
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Fulfillment 
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$3.00 


OweEN M. WEATHERLY. Relating the law of 
God to the grace of God, Weatherly sees 
that man respects physical law but rebels 
against moral law. To find true fulfillment, 
he states, we must put our lives in harmony 


with God's will, accepting his grace as the 
power for obedient, abundant living. $3.00 


WILLIAM B. Warp. With magnificent poetry 
and intense drama the book of Job probes the Out 


darkness of suffering—darkness lightened but 
not dispelled when the unfathomable, all-loving 
God speaks to Job out of the whirlwind. This 
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devotional type of Bible study guide will be 
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rian, U. S., General Assembly and 
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look gives an inspiring vision of the 
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1861-1961, T. Watson Street, $1.50 


Basic Beliefs of the Reformed Faith, 
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The Westminster Confession for To- 
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What We Believe. 71] pp. A hand- 
bock on “’A Short Statement of the 
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GOD IN MY LIFE 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for November 13, 1960 
Psalms 116, 117, 118. Printed Text: 116:1114 


The topic is well chosen. The words, 
“J.” “me” or “my” are found in every 
verse save two, and in most of them more 
than once. From the Psalmist’s point- 
of-view it is indeed “God in my life.” 
More particularly, the Psalmist is con- 
cerned with the role that God played in 
one particular experience in his life, and 
with the part that he will have in his 
total life from this time on. To put it 
very simply, he had been ill, sick unto 
death, in great anguish and sorrow. Des- 
pairing of all human help he had prayed 
that God would heal him, and God, he 
was convinced, had heard and answered 
that prayer. Now he comes to the temple 
to thank God in the presence of the peo- 
ple, and to pay his vows to the Lord. 

Many of us too have been ill and have 
prayed to God for deliverance. Or per- 
haps it has been some other affliction 
which drove us to our knees. If God has 
ever answered any of our petitions we can 
read this Psalm with greater apprecia- 
tion. 


1. The Psalmist’s Experience, 1-11 

The Psalmist begins with an expres- 
sion of gratitude and love: “I love the 
Lord. . . .”” That is indeed the first great 
commandment, the first great command- 
ment, because, without it, there can be no 
real religion—‘You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your might” 
(Dt. 6:4; Mark 12:29). 

The Psalmist says, “I love the Lord, 
because he has heard my voice and my 
supplication.” This is not the highest 
motive for one’s love to God, and the 
Psalmist does not say that it is his only 
motive. As Albert Barnes wrote a cen- 
tury ago: 

“We ought to worship and serve God 
whether he hears our prayers or not; 
whether he sends joy or sorrow; whether 
we are favored with prosperity or are 
sunk in deep affliction. Men have wor- 
shipped God even when they have had no 
evidence that he heard their prayers; and 
some of the most pure acts of devotion on 
earth are those which come from the very 
depths of darkness and sorrow.” 


Yet surely if there has been some re- 
cent experience of his love that means 
much to us our love for him should be 
deepened. ‘We love him because he first 
loved us,” and his love for us has been 
manifest in many ways. Many of the 
greatest sufferers are most conscious of 
his love. 

“Because he inclined his ear to me,” 
the Psalmist continues, “therefore I will 
call on him as long as I live.” Petition, 
that form of prayer in which we ask God 
for some particular blessing, is only one 
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aspect of prayer, and let me add again, 
not its highest aspect (adoration, thanks- 
giving, confession, consecration, commu- 
nion—all have their place), but one who 
has proved the value of prayer in his own 
experience—in any of its aspects, is not 
likely to cease the practice, or is he? Some 
who pray prayers which are purely self- 
ish, who call on God to save them or 
their loved ones when every other expe- 
dient has failed sometimes forget to 
thank him when the requested deliver- 
ance comes. And some who once prayed 
habitually allow the press of daily affairs 
to crowd prayer out of their lives. If 
prayer is only a form it is of course easily 
abandoned. The Psalmist is confident 
that this will not be the case with him— 
“T will call on him as long as I live” 
and so shall most of us who read these 
lines. 

In vss. 3-4 the Psalmist describes the 
sufferings which led him to call on the 
Lord. “The snares of death encompassed 
me,” or as we might say today, the Grim 
Reaper had laid his hand upon him. He 
was at death’s door. “The pangs of Sheol 
had hold on me.” The Kyjv which trans- 
lates “the pains of hell” is misleading. 
It is not hell, the place of eternal torment, 
of which the writer speaks, but Sheol, 
the abode of death. But that was bad 
enough. The ancient Hebrew had no 
hope of heaven. Sheol, the abode of all 
departed spirits, was a place of shadowy 
existence, a dim and dismal place which 
one could contemplate at best only with 
resignation and more frequently with 
dread. The distress and anguish of which 
the Psalmist speaks therefore included, 
we may believe, not only the physical 
suffering which so often attends ap- 
proaching death (particularly in a time 
when doctors did not possess our modern 
means of alleviating pain) but also the 
mental anguish which would come to one 
who loved life and dreaded the grave and 
did not have the hope which comes to 
those of us who believe in him who has 
brought life and immortality to life. Do 
we thank God for our Christian hope? 
“The early Christians did, as almost 
every New Testament page demonstrates. 
But do we? Or has the Christian hope 
so lost its power over us that we go down 
to the grave with no faith to comfort 
us?” It was then, when death seemed 
imminent, that the Psalmist called on 
the Lord to save him. We can hope that 
he did not wait to pray till there was 
danger of death, but there are some who 
do (missing all the values that prayer 
has for one’s daily life), and that may 
have been the case here. But not neces- 
sarily. Perhaps he had prayed for other 


ends before, but now he beseeches God 
to preserve his life. 

Can we still offer such a prayer in our 
modern scientific world? It would be 
well to study in this connection the re- 
ports on Christianity and Health made 
to the last two Presbyterian General As- 
semblies. The report made to the Pres- 
byterian, U.S., General Assembly said 
in part: 


“We are convinced that the skills of 
physician, surgeon, and pharmacist are 
the gifts of the Spirit of Truth who pro- 
ceeds from Father and Son, along with 
the gifts of faith and prayer which are 
commonly recognized as spiritual. In con- 
trast to the approach of Christian Science 
and certain ‘faith-healers’ who shun doc- 
tors, we urge that Christian faith use the 
means of grace which God has provided 
for the achievement of healing. ... The 
choice is not between faith and science. 
For many years our medical missionaries 
in the foreign field have used both. ... 
Steadfastly maintaining that use of the 
physician’s skill is not a denial of faith 
yet we would stress that medical science 
alone is not enough. It is the whole man 
who becomes ill, not just his body alone 
or his mind alone. Emotions which are 
so often a factor in illness are related in- 
timately to man’s thoughts, and his 
thoughts are intimately related to his 
spiritual life. In the New Testament the 
word which means ‘heal’ also means ‘save.’ 

Human science apart from God is 
truncated and incomplete, and the missing 
factor which is needed for the achieve- 
ment of man’s true wholeness may be 
found in the keeping of the church.... 
It is cause for gratification that whereas 
we have always maintained the ministry 
of preaching we are placing new stress 
today on the ministry of healing, seeking 
by all the means available to strengthen 
the cooperative efforts of those who work 
for the healing of spirit and mind and 
body.” 


In the Psalmist’s day there were no 
doctors worthy of the name on whom he 
could call. How grateful we should be 
that there are so many on whom we may 
call, but over and above them all is the 
Lord from whom all healing comes, what- 
ever be the means which are employed. 

In verses 5-6 the Psalmist describes 
God’s answer to his prayer. “Gracious 
[and merciful] is the Lord, and right- 
eous. . . .”’. Gracious because he hears 
and answers prayer, merciful because he 
shows pity—and this the Psalmist has 
come to know again in his own experi- 
ence. But in what sense has he shown 
himself righteous? We might note here 
that righteousness “originally . . . sig- 
nified that which conforms to the norm, 
and for the Hebrews this norm is the 
character of God himself.”” The word 
came therefore to be used to describe 
right action and fair dealing (in con- 
formity with that norm) between man 
and man, and also to describe God’s deal- 
ings with man—his requirements and his 
judgment in the light of those require- 
ments. But more and more it came to 
include the idea of God’s vindication of 
the helpless, that aspect of God’s charac- 
ter which leads him to save the helpless 
and ultimately in the New Testament to 
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justify or forgive the sinner who has 
faith in Christ. It must be with some- 
thing of that sense that the word is used 
in Psalm 116. God’s answer of the 
Psalmist’s prayer is in accordance with 
his character—it is an aspect of his right- 
eousness. It is because we too believe 
that our God is such a God that we dare 
go to him in prayer, and trust him still 
even when he does not answer our pe- 
tition just as we had hoped. 

The Lord’s favor is not to be bought— 
it is not given only to the rich, or the 
powerful, or the wise. As the Psalmist 
says, “The Lord preserves the simple 
[the young, the inexperienced, the unim- 
portant, the ‘little man’]; when I was 
brought low [ physically, mentally, spirit- 
ually] he saved me.” “He saved me.” 
“He saved me!” Not immediately per- 
haps. As Frank H. Ballard writes in 
The Interpreter’s Bible: 

“The neighbors may have had their 
own way of accounting for the recovery; 
the Psalmist regarded it as the answer 
to prayer (vs. 8). Many may have min- 
istered to him in his necessity, but there 
in the temple, with all its memories and 
associations, the uppermost thought was 
the graciousness and the compassion of 
God (vss. 6-7). This is the Psalmist’s tes- 
timony. And it is supported by a great 
host of witnesses. God does answer prayer. 
It is the testimony of all ages. Even when 
he works through doctors and nurses, it is 
still his work, for without him they could 
do nothing.” 


It is plain that God had done more 
than restore the Psalmist to physical 
health. As the Good Physician he has 
ministered to the whole man, “for thou 
has delivered my soul from death, my 
eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.” 
In other words, he has delivered or saved 
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him from death to life, from sorrow to 
joy, from insecurity to stability. As a 
consequence the Psalmist knows that he 
must abandon his former anxiety, his 
habit of worry. Knowing perhaps that it 
is not easy to break such a habit once 
we have formed it, he speaks to himself, 
as it were: “Return, O my soul, to your 
rest [to your former tranquility, calm- 
ness, peace and freedom from alarm, or 
that ‘rest’ which one should find who 
puts his perfect trust in God]. He hopes 
to know again this inward peace; but 
one thing he knows: “I walk before the 
Lord in the land of the living.” He is 
alive. He is able to go about his affairs. 
And it is “before the Lord,” i.e., in his 
presence, and in his service. 

But now a backward look (10-11). He 
had never lost faith in God, even in the 
depth of his affliction, and for that he is 
truly thankful; but he had lost his faith 
in man, and in that he now realizes he 
was mistaken. “TI said in my consterna- 
tion, ‘Men are all a vain hope.’ ” (rather 
than “All men are liars” as in the KJv). 
We do not know just what led him to 
that cynical view of mankind. Friends 
perhaps did not live up to his expecta- 
tions; people were unsympathetic; per- 
haps he came to believe, as some do who 
are sick in mind and body, that everyone 
was plotting against him, trying to do 
him harm. 


“At any rate he now realizes that in 
those hours of extreme weakness he held 
a warped view of life and uttered un- 
worthy and untrue judgments of men in 
general. and no doubt, of some in par- 
ticular.” (Leslie) 


Il. The Psalmist’s Vow, 12-19 


This last section of the Psalm is now 
included in our printed lesson but brings 
the thought to a proper conclusion. “What 
shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits toward me?” That was the ques- 
tion which Richard of Bury, Bishop of 
Durham 1334-1345, the most learned man 
of his country and age, asked over and 
over again, and answered by making 
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provision for a band of poor scholars to 
serve God and his church. “What shall 
I render?” That was the question which 
the Psalmist asked and which each of 
us who has experienced his benefits must 
ask. 

The Psalmist replied in the light of his 
own experience and age and particular 
opportunities. He went into the temple 
in the presence of all the people and took 
the cup of salvation (the prescribed drink 
offering) and called upon the name of 
the Lord. He went into the outer court 
and offered the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
(the prescribed animal offering) and 
once more called upon the name of the 
Lord. This he had vowed to do when 
he was ill and he has not forgotten now 
that he is well. But he does more than 
offer the prescribed sacrifices, more than 
lift his voice in public praise. This is 
important. But it is not enough. He also 
pledges his life to the Lord. That is 
indicated in verse 9—“I walk before the 
Lord”—henceforth it will be my purpuse, 
the words suggest, not to please men, but 
to please God. And when he comes to 
pay his vows it includes the further 
promise, “O Lord, truly I am thy serv- 
ant.” The Psalmist adds, “I am thy 
servant and the son of thine handmaid.” 
Evidently he had a godly mother; it was 
her desire that her son should serve the 
Lord; it would seem to be implied that 
he had not lived up to his mother’s hopes; 
but now it will be different: I am thy 
servant and the (true) son of thine hand- 
maid.” And then he wrote this Psalm, 
which to the end of time will bear its 
witness to the fact that “gracious is the 
Lord and righteous.” 

“What shall J render to the Lord for 
all his bounty to me?’ That is the 
question which each of us needs to ask 
and to answer. And each of us must 
answer in his own way. For each of us 
has his own gifts and for each of us the 
Lord has his own will. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Exiucation, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


PUBLICITY GOES TO CHURCH. William 
E. Leidt. Seabury Press. Greenwich, Conn. 
122 pp., $2.50. 

Drawing upon long experience as an 
editor and publisher for the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, Mr. Leidt has written 
a handbook for the pastor and his pub- 
licity committee, in order “to help us all 
become a bit more articulate in com- 
municating the Christian message to the 
community around us” (p. vi). 

In the local church, publicity has two 
objectives, (1) to inform the parish fam- 
ily, and (2) to reach the community be- 
yond. Mr. Leidt surveys the various 
media available to the local church today. 
He discusses both vocal communication 
(personal conversation, group discussion, 
preaching, radio, T.V., and even the 
church receptionist’s telephone personal- 
ity) and written or printed communica- 
tion (parish productions such as Sunday 
bulletins, letters, brochures, periodicals 
and the church bulletin board; paid ad- 
vertising through local newspapers, bill- 
boards, roadsigns, bus placards, and mo- 
tel cards; and the straight publicity of 
newspaper notices and stories). He gives 
valuable insights into the techniques of 
using each medium effectively. 

But the book has problems, the most 
serious of which is Mr. Leidt’s under- 
standing of the relation of the gospel to 
the techniques he discusses so capably. 
He defines church publicity as “the proc- 
ess of making information public to the 
end that men’s opinions and conduct may 
be influenced toward the purposes for 
which the church exists” (p. 4). He 
shows little awareness that these purposes 
must all grow out of the church’s one 
overwhelming purpose of the proclama- 
tion of the gospel. He does not deal with 
the question of how that gospel may de- 
termine or affect the choice and use of 
particular methods and techniques of 
communication. Many of his illustrations 
are examples of publicity showing no de- 
monstrable connection with the church’s 
responsibility to witness (pp. 90-91, 92- 
93). Some techniques to which the au- 
thor gives his blessing raise ethical prob- 
lems which he does not mention (pp. 91, 
94,95). Too many illustrations are ex- 
amples of denominational competition for 
members and growth, rather than cases 
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of reaching the unreached, relating the 
gospel to people’s needs, and serving the 
community (pp. 12-13, 20, 74, 82, 83, 
84). 

The book concludes with a list of 
twenty-seven works excellently chosen to 
give the reader a grasp of the complexi- 
ties of Christian communication. It may 
be significant that many titles concerning 
the techniques of modern communication 
are annotated, but those about Christian 
communication as a theological and spir- 
itual problem are not. Publicity may go 
to church, but it must be converted—not 
just baptized—to render genuine Chris- 
tian service. 

RoBertT M. HEALEY. 
Dubuque Theological Seminary. 


STUDY ABROAD. 11th edition. UNESCO. 
Paris. 755 pp., $3. 

According to UNESCO’s latest infor- 
mation nearly 6,000 Americans are 
studying abroad and over 43,000 for- 
eigners are studying in the USA. For the 
many others who may be so interested this 
book is an amazing source of informa- 
tion. It contains details on fellowships, 
scholarships and travel grants offered by 
international organizations, governments, 
foundations, mission boards, etc., for 
study in 1959-60. Over 90,000 individ- 
ual opportunities for study in 111 States 
and Territories are listed. These are made 
possible by approximately 1,200 award- 
ing agencies. 

For easy reference the scholarship in- 
formation is clearly arranged according 
to country and general area of study 
(humanities, sciences, music, journalism, 
theology, etc.). In the case of each schol- 
arship there is also listed the conditions, 
value of the financial grant, duration and 
address for application. 

The current edition (another should be 
out soon) of this book and its companion 
on summer study opportunities, VAcA- 
TIONS ABROAD (also UNESCO), ought 
to be invaluable not only to the inter- 
ested students, but also to faculty schol- 
arship committees, ministers on college 
campuses and to any others who deal 
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Jr. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3. 

The Philosophical Theology of Jonathan 





Edwards. Douglas J. Elwood. Columbia 
University Press, N. Y. $3.75. 
From Patriarch to Prophet. Allen G. 


Wehrli. Christian Education Press, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. $3. 

Space-Age Sunday. Hiley H. Ward, Mac- 
millan Co., N. Y. $3.95. 

Facing Protestant-Roman Catholic Ten- 
sions. Wayne H. Cowan, ed. Association 
Press, N. Y. $2.50. 

The Children’s ‘King James’ Bible. New 
Testament. Modern Bible Translations, 
Inc., Evansville, Ind. $6.95. 

The American Funeral. LeRoy Bowman. 
Public Affairs Press, Washington, D. C. 
$4.50. 

For What Purpose? James P. Speer. Pub- 
lic Affairs Press, Washington, D. C. $2.50. 

The Long Cry. Mildred Offerle. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. $3. 

Facing Protestant-Roman Catholic Ten- 
sions. Wayne H. Cowan, editor. 

New Directions in Biblical Thought. Mar- 
tin E. Marty, editor. 


KNOW ... your neighbor 


his church 
the issues 


ROMAN CATHOLICISM 
for PROTESTANTS: 


Newly revised edition by Stanley I. Stuber 
$3.50 at your bookseller | 
ASSOCIATION PRESS * 291 BW’ Y, N.Y. 7 








A S$] Bu 
Will Bring You 


The Church, 


Politics & Society 


by James A Pike & 
John W. Pyle 


(Originally published @ $2.25, now $1) 


Dialogues on current problems including: 1. 
“Shouldn’t the church stay out of politics entire- 
ly and just concern itself with making individ- 
uals better?”’ 2. ‘‘Isn’t the church too indefinite 
about social and political issues, too removed 
from important concerns?” 3. Is the church 
tinged with Communism?” Also, such topics as 
segregation, social change, and the church and 
war. 


Immediate shipment upon receipt of your 
order. Postage Paid, 


OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE 
512 E. Main St. Richmond 19, Va. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Hardin A. King from Burlington, N. C., 
to Box 87, Williamston, S. C. 

James T. Womack, Jr., Lincolnton, N. 
C., has accepted a call to the Shandon 
church, Columbia, 8S. C. 

William E. Newton from Decatur, Ga., 
to the First church, Box 65, Clarksville, 
Tenn. 

Robert L. Hyatt from Oakland, Tenn., 
to Rt. 1, Box 128, Millington, Tenn. 

Richard F. Rouquie from Decatur, Ala., 
to the Covenant church, 104 Calhoun Rd., 
Montgomery 9, Ala. 

E. C. Scott from Montgomery, Ala., to 
855 Artwood Rd., N. E., Atlanta 7, Ga. 

R. Clement Dickey from Kerrville, Tex- 
as, to the First church, 308 W. Wilson 
Ave., Aransas Pass, Texas. 

Glenn B. Robinson from Waxhaw, N. C., 
to Rt. 8, Box 179-E, Hickory Grove-Newell 
Rd., Charlotte 5, N. C. 

John A. Garber from Decatur, Ga,, to 
an interim pastorate, 6 Loomis Apts., 106 
W. Loomis St., Thomasville, Ga. 

Zeb N. Holler, Jr., who has been study- 
ing in Scotland, has become pastor of the 
Williams Memorial (A.R.) Presbyterian 
church, Anderson, S. C. 

Ray R. Hanson, Jr., from Pineville, Ky., 
to the Mt. Hope, W. Va., church. 

Ewell L. Nelson from McRae, 
the Graham Memorial church, 
City, Ark. 

Joe B. Overmyer has resigned as pastor 
of the Bream Memorial church, Charles- 
ton, W. Va., and become pastor-emeritus. 

Robert M. Henry from Eleanor, W. Va., 
to University pastor, Morgantown, W. Va. 

Terrell T. Kirk, former pastor in Lees- 
burg, Fla., is studying at the University 
of the South, Sewanee, Tenn., in anticipa- 
tion of entering the Episcopal ministry. 

James D. MacKenzie, Edenton, N. C., 
has accepted a eall to the Kirkwood 
church, Kannapolis, N. C. 

Edward S. Currie from Richmond, Va., 
to Montreat, N. C. 








Ga., to 
Forrest 


United Presbyterian, USA 

W. A. Horn from Hesperia, Mich., to 
224 Tyler St., Lakeland, Fla. 

James P. Carse from Chapel Hill, N. C., 
to director of the University Christian 
Fellowship, Storrs, Conn. 

William S. Smythe, Jr., from Maxton, 
N. C., to the East Earl, Pa., church. 

Everett H. Delware, Benton Harbor, 
Mich., will become associate minister of 
visitation and evangelism in the Mt. 
Lebanon church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Paul Hudson, formerly of Pleasant 
Hills, Pa., has succeeded Jean Milner as 
pastor of the Second church, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

Robert E. Harvey, Greensburg, Pa., has 
accepted a call to the Vanderbilt, Pa., and 
Dawson churches. 

William A. Gibson, Jr., formerly of 
Jeannette, Pa., has become assistant pas- 
tor of the First church, Greensburg, Pa. 

Robert M. Hoag, from Princeton, N. J., 
to the Clark’s Summit, Pa., church. 

Hillis S. McKenzie, formerly of Bucy- 
rus, Ohio, is associate professor of Bible 
and Philosophy and director of the chapel 
program at Missouri Valley College, 
Marshall, Mo. 


PRINCETON SEMINARY 


Three faculty appointments announced 
at Princeton Seminary include: Seward 
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Hiltner, University of Chicago, professor 
of pastoral theology; Paul E. Scherer, 
formerly of Union Seminary, New York, 
now visiting professor at Union Seminary 
in Virginia, visiting professor of homi- 
letics; and Charles C. West, former mis- 
sionary to China, now assistant director 
of the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, 
Switzerland, associate professor of Chris- 
tian ethics. They will begin their work 
at Princeton next fall. 

MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 


The Robert M. Marvins, North 
Mission, Orlando, Fla. 


WORLD COUNCIL 


Appointments to the staff of the World 
Council of Churches recently announced 
include: Henry Makulu, Northern Rho- 
desia, assistant director of the Ecu- 
menical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland; 
Walter S. Kilpatrick, representative in 
Greece for Church World Service, secre- 
tary for refugees and director of refugee 
services in the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees. 


MISSIONARIEES 


Clarence G. Durham, under appointment 
as an evangelistic missionary to Korea, 
and Helen Ruth Keeble, Waycross, Ga., 
have announced their engagement to be 
married. Miss Keeble has applied to the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Board of World Mis- 
sions for missionary service. 

Donald Watt, Thomasville, Ga., has 
been appointed an aviation missionary 
to the Congo in response to an urgent 
plea for another highly qualified aviator. 
He has been an officer in the U. S. Air 
Force for a number of years. 
CHAPLAINS’ ADDRESSES 

Paul C. Morton, Office of the Chaplain, 
U. S. Naval Station, Navy #188, FPO 
New York, N. Y. 

Gerald N. Reiff, Office of the Chaplain, 
USNAS, Memphis, Tenn, 

William Robert Floyd, 2nd Airborne 
Battle Group, 504th Infantry, Office of the 
Chaplain, Ft. Bragg, N. C. 

Lloyd W. Letten, Jr., USNAS, Lake- 
hurst, N. J. 

Robert L. Trett, 2nd Marine Division, 
FMF, Camp LeJeune, N. C. 


LAYMEN 


Robert Thom Whitcomb, Menasha, 
Wis., elder, experienced in industrial rela- 
tions, has become administrative director 
of the Presbyterian Institute of Industrial 
Relations in Chicago. 


Brazil 





Peace College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 

At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian .. . in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 

WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 

PEACE COLLEGE 


Raleigh, North Carolina 








WARNINGS ISSUED 


Plans for the use of Reformation Day 
observances for political purposes have 
been denounced by leading churchmen 
as follows: 


“The use of Reformation Sunday for 
any kind of a partisan political purpose 
is a perversion of the anniversary.”’—Ev- 
GENE Carson BLAKE, stated clerk of the 
United Presbyterian, USA, General Assem- 
bly. 

“In my judgment, to make any use of 
the Reformation Sunday observances for 
the fostering of prejudice against a Presi- 
dential candidate on religious grounds 
would be nothing short of sacrilege.”— 
James E. WaGNER, president, Evangelical 
and Reformed Church. 

“The accent on Reformation Sunday 
observances has always been an affirma- 
tive one, emphasizing the purity and free 
dom of the gospel. The right spirit of 
Reformation Day is neither negative nor 
political.’—FRANKLIN CLARK Fry, presi- 
dent, United Lutheran Church in America, 

(Editorial, page 8.) 


Kate Guthrie, Dublin, Va., was paid 
tribute by Abingdon Presbytery for near- 
ly 40 years of service in rural communi- 
ties and since 1940 teaching Bible in the 
Dublin elementary school. 





WEATHERHEAD RETIREMENT 


LoNDoN (RNS)—Leslie D. Weatherhead 
preached his last sermon as pastor of 
famed City Temple here before a congre- 
gation of 3,000 persons. 

The 66-year-old Methodist churchman, 
often called the “best known religious 
writer in the English-speaking world,” 
retired from the pastorate after 23 years 
of service. He has been succeeded by 
A. Leonard Griffith of Chalmers United 
church in Ottawa, Canada. 


UNION SEMINARY, N. Y. 


Inaugurations at Union Seminary, New 
York, include: Robert McAfee Brown, 
Auburn professor of systematic theology; 
Charles Roy Stinnette, Jr., professor of 
pastoral theology; and James Alfred 
Martin, Jr., Danforth professor of religion 
in higher education. Visiting professors: 
George A. Buttrick, Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick visiting professor, and Harold Cooke 
Phillips, Brown visiting professor of 
homiletics. 





PRESBYTERIAN 


JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 


Division of St. Andrews 
Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our 
most valuable asset—our youth. 
Louis C. LaMotte, Pres. Maxton, N. C. 











QUEENS 





COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A liberal arts program especially planned for women students 
A.B., B.S., and B.Mus, degrees ... full accreditation 
Presbyterian Church affiliation 


EDWIN R. WALKER, President 
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